
Tue May 19, 2026

1/14

Subject: Indivisible Benton County Newsletter | May 19,
2026

From: "Indivisible Benton County"
<bentoncounty@indivisiblegroups.org>

Sent: Tue May 19, 2026 5:10:55 AM
To: "Edward Rosenthal"

<ed@highersourcesites.com>
 

N e w s l e t t e r
May 19, 2026

Why Cynicism Feels Smarter Than Hope
Cynicism has been having itself a little parade lately. The system is too far gone. The rules are rigged.
The institutions are captured. The fascists have already won. Maybe. Or maybe that’s what fear sounds
like when it has learned to speak in a graduate seminar voice.
Because cynicism feels smarter than hope. Of course it does. Cynicism gets to predict the collapse
from a safe distance. It doesn’t have to build anything. It doesn’t have to risk anything. It doesn’t have
to knock doors, file lawsuits, organize neighbors, protect elections, pressure officials, make art, teach
history, raise money, lose a round, get back up, and try again.
Cynicism is fear dressed up as sophistication. It lets people feel intellectually superior while doing
nothing. And in authoritarian politics, doing nothing is never neutral. It is surrender with better
branding.
Cynicism gets to sit, legs crossed, with its little cigarette holder and say, “I told you so, dah-ling,” no
matter what happens.
And that’s why cynicism is so seductive in a moment like this. It feels like intelligence because it sounds
unsentimental. It feels like courage because it refuses comfort. It feels like moral seriousness because it
keeps naming the danger.
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But naming danger is not a substitute for resisting it. For fighting it. There is a point where “realism”
becomes a velvet fainting couch for people who do not want the burden of action.
Cynicism is not the opposite of naivety. Discipline is.
The answer is not cheerful delusion—it’s disciplined, clear-eyed resistance. Hope doesn’t require
pretending the courts are fair, the rules are clean, or the odds are good. Hope means understanding
exactly how bad the terrain is and fighting anyway.
Hope is bravery. It is a discipline. It wears a hero’s cape and demands that you believe in—
and fight for— a beautiful future.
Hope is the bravery to fight when the evidence is ugly, the path is blocked, and the powerful have
stacked every available deck against you. Hope tells you to file the appeal, make the call, teach the
lesson, show up at the meeting, stand up in church and speak your truth, protect your neighbor,
document the abuse, count the votes, feed the organizers, print the flyers, and refuse to hand
tomorrow over to the worst people in the country just because they got there before you and they’re
brandishing crowbars.
We’re not the first to face hostile courts. We’re not the first to face rigged rules. We’re not the first to
look at captured institutions and ask, “Well, butter my biscuit, how exactly are we supposed to get
through that?”
Every expansion of democracy in this country has run straight into the people who insisted it was
impossible. Abolition was impossible. Labor rights were impossible. Women’s suffrage was impossible.
Civil rights were impossible. Marriage equality was impossible. Every hard thing was impossible right up
until enough people made themselves impossible to ignore.

And no, history does not guarantee victory. The arc of the moral universe does not bend itself. It has to
be dragged, shoved, litigated, organized, protected, funded, sung over, marched for, bled for, and
occasionally chased down the street with a broom and a fog horn.
The cynic looks at that work and calls it pointless. The authoritarian looks at that work and calls it
dangerous.
Authoritarians don’t need people to love them. They don’t need people to believe them. They only need
enough people to conclude that resistance is futile.
Cynics get to feel right for doing the authoritarian’s work. They’ll say they are just being realistic. They’ll
say they are done being disappointed. They’ll say they refuse to be fooled again. Fair enough. Nobody
is obligated to be cheerful while the house is on fire.
But there is a difference between refusing false comfort and mistaking despair for truth.
“This is hard” is not the same as “this is over.”

The hopeful person looks at the work ahead, takes a deep breath, and dives into the deep. Because
they are brave, and they want better for themselves and the world.
We need hope for the fight now. We need fighting hope. Disciplined hope. Stubborn hope.
The kind that knows the water is deep, the current is ugly, and the shore is already
crowded with people explaining why swimming is pointless, and dives anyway.
—Lady Libertie, from The American Pamphleteer
 

CALENDAR
May

5/19 | Oregon's Primary Election. Drop at a Ballot Box by 8pm!
5/20 | Weekly Wednesday Protest. Sign up! 
5/20 | Song gathering. Sign up!
5/23 | Indivisible BC at the Saturday Market. 8am - 1pm. Email farmersmarket@indivisiblebc.org. 
5/25 | Earth's Greatest Enemy Film showing. See below!
5/27 | Weekly Wednesday Protest. Sign up! 
5/27 | Indivisible General Meeting. Corvallis Community Center. Sign up!
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5/30 | Indivisible BC at the Saturday Market. 8am - 1pm.  Email farmersmarket@indivisiblebc.org. 

If every news article coming out infuriates you, come to the Benton County Courthouse on
Wednesdays at 5pm! Show off your best sign and see how many honks and thumbs up you
get! There are more of us than you think! 

June
6/03 | Weekly Wednesday Protest. Sign up!
6/05 | Postcarding. 1 - 3 pm, The Plaza. Sign up!
6/05 | Visibility Brigade Banner Making Session, 4-5:30 pm, Unitarian Fellowship, 2945 NW Circle. Sign up!
6/06 | Indivisible BC at the Saturday Market. 8am - 1pm. Email farmersmarket@indivisiblebc.org. 
6/06 | Democracy Day,  national freeway bannering. See below. Sign up!
6/10 | Indivisible General Meeting. Corvallis Library. Sign up!
6/10 | Weekly Wednesday Protest. Sign up!
6/13 | Indivisible BC at the Saturday Market. 8am - 1pm. Email farmersmarket@indivisiblebc.org. 
6/14 | Piñata Workshop. See below! 
6/17 | Weekly Wednesday Protest. Sign up!
6/20 | Indivisible BC at the Saturday Market. 8am - 1pm. Email farmersmarket@indivisiblebc.org. 
6/20 | Philomath Pride. See below.
6/24 |  Indivisible General Meeting. Corvallis Community Center. Sign up!
6/24 | Weekly Wednesday Protest. Sign up!
6/27 - 6/28 | Resistance Bootcamp. See below.
6/28 | Albany Pride. See below.
6/28 | Open Streets Corvallis. See below.

Scroll down for flyers about other community events.

To learn more about our ongoing campaigns, click here. 

 

Drop Off Ballots Today, May 19!
Oregon primary ballots are due today. Drop them off at a ballot drop off box no later than 8pm! 

There is one in front of Benton County Courthouse, or find the nearest one here! 

 

Exercise that activism muscle this summer!
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We need volunteers to help with these events!
 
Philomath Pride - June 20
Email: events@indivisiblebc.org
 
Open Streets Corvallis - June 28
Email: visibilitybrigade@indivisiblebc.org
 
Albany Pride - June 28
Email: events@indivisiblebc.org
 
Farmers Market - Every Saturday through November!
Email: farmersmarket@indivisiblebc.org

 

We have New Email Addresses!
Email info@indivisiblebc.org, with general questions, comments, and suggestions.
Email newsletter@indivisiblebc.org, to send items for the newsletter (space permitting, and subject to
editorial review).
Email voter@indivisiblebc.org with questions or comments about voter outreach. 
Email legislative@indivisiblebc.org for legislative-related issues. 
Email events@indivisiblebc.org for questions about specific events. 
Email community@indivisiblebc.org for questions about community outreach activities. 
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To read about the general organization of our committees, visit our website HERE. 
 

Options for training include Community Resilience as Resistance, Organizing for Strategic Action,
Sustainable Safety Practice, and a Bonus Track on various topics. Learn more here:
https://resistancebootcamp.us/. This is a wonderful opportunity to level up your activism and meet
others across the state who are building the resistance movement! 

  
Indivisible Benton County is willing to cover the requested $40 registration donation for a limited
number of Indivisible BC members, with the ask that they will coordinate session attendance with us
and report back what they learn. Please email events@indivisiblebc.org if you are interested in
attending.
 

Feed the Families Fundraiser

Food aid restrictions will be coming later this year due to the Big Ugly Bill. And food scarcity has
increased for our most vulnerable Latino/a communities in Benton and Linn Counties. The fear of going
to work or even shopping has made it challenging for community members to meet their basic needs.
In partnership with Indivisible Benton County and East Linn Indivisible, Casa Latinos Unidos is raising
funds to support local families.  100% of all donations will help supply local Latino/a families with food,
household supplies, toiletries and other necessities.

Resistance Bootcamp

https://click.ngpvan.com/k/131659078/621900435/52847851?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNSVYvMS8xMTgzMjYiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiYTY2MGZjYmQtN2I1My1mMTExLThlZjMtMDAwZDNhMTRiNmQ2IiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJlZEBoaWdoZXJzb3VyY2VzaXRlcy5jb20iDQp9&hmac=Tbg8TS-6WZgNMIZ8wRiJvCma6RSWSM2Snn4YH7TNLaU=&emci=950cbaa7-0e50-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&emdi=a660fcbd-7b53-f111-8ef3-000d3a14b6d6&ceid=2922806
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/131659079/621900436/1882449585?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNSVYvMS8xMTgzMjYiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiYTY2MGZjYmQtN2I1My1mMTExLThlZjMtMDAwZDNhMTRiNmQ2IiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJlZEBoaWdoZXJzb3VyY2VzaXRlcy5jb20iDQp9&hmac=Tbg8TS-6WZgNMIZ8wRiJvCma6RSWSM2Snn4YH7TNLaU=&emci=950cbaa7-0e50-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&emdi=a660fcbd-7b53-f111-8ef3-000d3a14b6d6&ceid=2922806
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/131659080/621900437/1882449585?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNSVYvMS8xMTgzMjYiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiYTY2MGZjYmQtN2I1My1mMTExLThlZjMtMDAwZDNhMTRiNmQ2IiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJlZEBoaWdoZXJzb3VyY2VzaXRlcy5jb20iDQp9&hmac=Tbg8TS-6WZgNMIZ8wRiJvCma6RSWSM2Snn4YH7TNLaU=&emci=950cbaa7-0e50-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&emdi=a660fcbd-7b53-f111-8ef3-000d3a14b6d6&ceid=2922806
mailto:events@indivisiblebc.org
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/131659081/621900438/-264102347?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNSVYvMS8xMTgzMjYiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiYTY2MGZjYmQtN2I1My1mMTExLThlZjMtMDAwZDNhMTRiNmQ2IiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJlZEBoaWdoZXJzb3VyY2VzaXRlcy5jb20iDQp9&hmac=Tbg8TS-6WZgNMIZ8wRiJvCma6RSWSM2Snn4YH7TNLaU=&emci=950cbaa7-0e50-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&emdi=a660fcbd-7b53-f111-8ef3-000d3a14b6d6&ceid=2922806
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Matching Funds Available!
Sign up for regular monthly donations, and your initial contribution will be DOUBLED!*

*While funds last.  Donations to Casa Latinos Unidos are tax-deductible.  Donate online here, or mail check
donations to P. O. Box 716, Corvallis, OR, 97339.  Made possible by a grant from the Indivisible national

organization.
 

Visibility on Democracy Day
On Saturday, June 6th, D-Day, Democracy Day, we land again. 
81 years ago, thousands gave everything on the beaches of Normandy to stop fascism.
On June 6th, 2026, on overpasses across our nation, the Visibility Brigade launches that same spirit of
resistance against the American fascist billionaires. Peacefully, visibly, and powerfully. Join us at one of
the many locations long the I-5 corridor, and help shine a light on our current fight to save democracy. 
We’ll hold a banner-making session the day before on June 5 from 4-5:30 pm at the Unitarian
Fellowship, 2945 NW Circle. Email Visibilitybrigade@indivisiblebc.org with any questions!

6/5–Banner Making Session: Sign up!
6/6–D-day National Freeway Bannering Day: Sign up!

 

FUNdraiser - Piñata Workshop

https://click.ngpvan.com/k/131659083/621900440/2146279448?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNSVYvMS8xMTgzMjYiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiYTY2MGZjYmQtN2I1My1mMTExLThlZjMtMDAwZDNhMTRiNmQ2IiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJlZEBoaWdoZXJzb3VyY2VzaXRlcy5jb20iDQp9&hmac=Tbg8TS-6WZgNMIZ8wRiJvCma6RSWSM2Snn4YH7TNLaU=&emci=950cbaa7-0e50-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&emdi=a660fcbd-7b53-f111-8ef3-000d3a14b6d6&ceid=2922806
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/131659084/621900441/2146279448?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNSVYvMS8xMTgzMjYiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiYTY2MGZjYmQtN2I1My1mMTExLThlZjMtMDAwZDNhMTRiNmQ2IiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJlZEBoaWdoZXJzb3VyY2VzaXRlcy5jb20iDQp9&hmac=Tbg8TS-6WZgNMIZ8wRiJvCma6RSWSM2Snn4YH7TNLaU=&emci=950cbaa7-0e50-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&emdi=a660fcbd-7b53-f111-8ef3-000d3a14b6d6&ceid=2922806
mailto:Visibilitybrigade@indivisiblebc.org?subject=Freeway%20Bannering!
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June 14, 12pm-2:30pm at the Avery Park Lions Shelter

Learn how to craft your own piñata at FUNdraiser's Piñata Workshop. A ready-made piñata base for you
to decorate and fill with candies and toys will be supplied along with crepe paper, colorful tissue paper,
stickers, and other adornments. A selection of packaged fruity treats, candies, and little toys will be at the
ready to be stuffed into your own piñata. We’ll also learn the dramatic history of the piñata. Kid and kids-
at-heart friendly! $25-50 donation encouraged.

Email FUNdraiser541@proton.me for more information and to secure your spot.

Funds raised at these events are entirely dedicated to grants distributed by NeST to people directly
affected by detentions and/or deportations. In association with local law firms and organizations, NeST is
planning to expand the use of FUNdraiser donations to cover legal costs associated with preemptive
intake of immigrants by law firms. People are being taken when they do the right thing by checking in at
court and immigration appointments. Securing representation ahead of time makes immediate help
possible. This new legal fees program should be up and running by June. Make a piñata to help!

To learn more about NeST, or to donate, visit this website. 

 

Growing Ancestral Roots

Growing Ancestral Roots is on fire this spring and summer! Enjoy the outdoors and play in the dirt
to feed your neighbors! Come out and support this amazing local organization! Sign up here.

mailto:FUNdraiser_541@proton.me
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/131659087/621900444/292927714?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNSVYvMS8xMTgzMjYiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiYTY2MGZjYmQtN2I1My1mMTExLThlZjMtMDAwZDNhMTRiNmQ2IiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJlZEBoaWdoZXJzb3VyY2VzaXRlcy5jb20iDQp9&hmac=Tbg8TS-6WZgNMIZ8wRiJvCma6RSWSM2Snn4YH7TNLaU=&emci=950cbaa7-0e50-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&emdi=a660fcbd-7b53-f111-8ef3-000d3a14b6d6&ceid=2922806
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/131659088/621900445/1092728778?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNSVYvMS8xMTgzMjYiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiYTY2MGZjYmQtN2I1My1mMTExLThlZjMtMDAwZDNhMTRiNmQ2IiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJlZEBoaWdoZXJzb3VyY2VzaXRlcy5jb20iDQp9&hmac=Tbg8TS-6WZgNMIZ8wRiJvCma6RSWSM2Snn4YH7TNLaU=&emci=950cbaa7-0e50-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&emdi=a660fcbd-7b53-f111-8ef3-000d3a14b6d6&ceid=2922806
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/131659089/621900446/1092728778?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNSVYvMS8xMTgzMjYiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiYTY2MGZjYmQtN2I1My1mMTExLThlZjMtMDAwZDNhMTRiNmQ2IiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJlZEBoaWdoZXJzb3VyY2VzaXRlcy5jb20iDQp9&hmac=Tbg8TS-6WZgNMIZ8wRiJvCma6RSWSM2Snn4YH7TNLaU=&emci=950cbaa7-0e50-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&emdi=a660fcbd-7b53-f111-8ef3-000d3a14b6d6&ceid=2922806
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 If you can cook, sign up to help and have an amazing meal . 

 

Support Local Community Events
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Alt Prom is back!  If you would like to volunteer at the event or would like more information please contact
us at admin@corvallispride.com!

mailto:admin@corvallispride.com
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Keep Our Community Safe
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Our Mission
Indivisible Benton County 

 is a grassroots organization of volunteers committed to advance bold and progressive actions and policies. 
 We are determined to resist corruption, authoritarianism, and inequality. 

 We educate, engage, and mobilize to promote values of inclusion, tolerance and fairness with the goal of helping build a
more perfect and representative government that is 

 For The People and By The People.

Donate Here
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